
Climate Crisis Snapshot
Tons of Carbon Dioxide 
added to our atmosphere in 
the past 170 years: 2.4 trillion

Percentage of this Carbon 
Dioxide that was added in 
the last 50 years: over 50% 

Average number of weather 
and climate disasters per 
year that caused over one 
billion dollars in damage in 
the 1980s: fewer than 3

Number of weather and 
climate disasters that caused 
over one billion dollars in 
damage in 2020: 22

Percent of the world 
population who are currently 
located in a barely livable 
hot zone: 1%

Estimated percent of the 
world population that lives 
in what will be a barely 
livable hot zone by 2070: 19%

Annual number of days that 
saw some flooding in 
Charleston 50 years ago: 4

Average number of days that 
see some flooding in 
Charleston today: 40

Projected frequency of 
flooding in Charleston 
predicted by 2045: every 
other day

Pounds of food waste that 
the average college student 
produces each year: 142

Year by which the IPCC has 
determined that global 
emissions will need to be 
halved in order to avoid 
climate catastrophe: 2030  

“Fate has placed you 
and me squarely at the 
crossroads of 
environmental history.”

                         - Hope Jahren 

About the Book 
Hope Jahren is an award-winning scientist, a brilliant writer, a passionate 
teacher, and one of the seven billion people with whom we share this earth. 
In The Story of More, she illuminates the link between human habits and 
our imperiled planet. In concise, highly readable chapters, she takes us 
through the science behind the key inventions—from electric power to 
large-scale farming to automobiles—that, even as they help us, release 
greenhouse gases into the atmosphere like never before. She explains the 
current and projected consequences of global warming—from superstorms 
to rising sea levels—and the actions that we all can take to fight back. At 
once an explainer on the mechanisms of global change and a lively, 
personal narrative given to us in Jahren’s inimitable voice,  The Story of 
More  is the essential pocket primer on climate change that will leave an 
indelible impact on everyone who reads it. [from the publisher website]

The Story of More, this year’s College Reads selection, will form the basis of your small group 
discussions with a faculty member at Convocation at the start of the school year. You will also discuss 
the book in your First Year Experience course and in other places, so it is important that you read and 
think carefully about the book. We look forward to welcoming Hope Jahren this fall! 
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About the Author

Engaging The Story of More 

Hope Jahren is an award-winning scientist and author of the 
memoir Lab Girl (2016) who has been pursuing independent 
research in paleobiology since 1996, when she completed her PhD 
at University of California Berkeley. She is the recipient of three 
Fulbright Awards and is one of four scientists, and the only woman, 
to have been awarded both of the Young Investigator Medals given 
within the Earth Sciences. She was a tenured professor at the 
University of Hawaii in Honolulu from 2008 to 2016, where she built 
the Isotope Geobiology Laboratories, with support from the 
National Science Foundation, the Department of Energy and the 
National Institutes of Health. She currently holds the J. Tuzo 
Wilson professorship at the University of Oslo, Norway.

✦ Jahren’s subtitle promises that the book will 
describe How we Got to Climate Change and 
Where to Go from Here. In turn, much of her 
book focuses on patterns of behavior that led to 
the current climate crisis before finally arriving 
at the key chapters on climate change. Did you 
find this organizational approach successful? 
Why or why not? 

✦ Jahren writes that “we shouldn’t be surprised 
when scientists are wrong,” and she notes that 
while scientists are generally good at describing 
what has happened and what is happening, 
they are often both right and wrong in their 
predictions for the future. Is this cause for 
skepticism in light of scientific predictions? 
What do you think it means to be a scientist? 
And what role do you think scientists would 
ideally play in our society today? 

✦ When we think of sustainability, we might first 
think of the natural environment around us: 
climate, oceans, animals. But sustainability is 
also about social justice and equity. And it is 
also about the economics of industry, labor, 
production, and consumption. Given this 
expanded definition, where do you see your 
personal and professional goals aligning with 
the different meanings of sustainability? 

✦ Jahren writes that contributing to change in a 
meaningful way is “often about finding the 

biggest lever, figuring out where to stand, and 
then pushing and pulling like hell.” What are the 
biggest levers in your personal and family life? 
Which levers can you pull to create change? 

✦ Jahren makes it clear that human patterns of 
invention, consumption, and destruction—
especially in the past 50 years—have led us to 
our current climate crisis. But this book is about 
far more than climate change. It is about what 
we consume and discard, about how we power 
our lives, and about inequities that mark what 
Jahren calls the “global geography of need.” 
What parts of Jahren’s account did you find 
most challenging, troubling, or interesting? 
Which parts were most important to you? 

✦ Jahren writes that “when we cast food into the 
landfill, we are losing more than calories: we 
are throwing away one another’s lives.” What 
does she mean by this? Do you agree? 

✦ Jahren, true to her name, maintains a sense of 
hope in the face of the global climate crisis. 
Where, for Jahren, does this hope come from? 
Given humanity’s collective pursuit of more 
rather than less, where do you find hope? 

✦ CofC takes sustainability seriously. Follow this 
link to our Center for Sustainable Development 
to learn more about our campus’s commitment 
to sustainability.  How can you see yourself 
getting involved in the years ahead? 
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Hope Jahren concludes her book with a question: “Do you want to live in a more equitable world with a brighter future? If your answer is ‘Yes,’ 
then we need to talk about the steps necessary to get there.” Those steps include examining your values, gathering information to get a sense 
of your consumption patterns, and thinking of ways to align your values with actions you can take. In the first part of your response, discuss 
three issues raised in The Story of More that you care most deeply about and that are most likely to inspire personal change. Provide 
examples from Jahren’s book that make clear the scope and scale of the issue at hand, and describe why you feel that it is so important to 
you and to the world that we share. As Jahren notes, however, how we live our lives each day does not often align neatly with our values. In 
the second part of your response, reflect on your own daily habits and commitments. In what ways do your daily activities—from small stuff 
like water use and shopping habits, to broader social and community-based interests—support or detract from the issues and personal values 
that you highlighted? Finally, pick one of the issues that you highlighted and describe what you, personally, can do to drive change, and what 
you think your broader community (your school, your city, your country) might also do. 

Convocation Questions
After reading The Story of More, please carefully read the prompts below and select the one that most appeals to you. Produce a response of 
about 750 words (this word count does not apply to the creative prompt #2) in which you both engage the book and reflect upon your own 
unique experience and perspective. Your responses, which will be collected, will prepare you for the Convocation discussion. Check out the 
College Reads website for more resources!

(1) The Actions You Take 

(2) Creating Change

(3) Your Sustainable Story  

Hope Jahren writes near the end of her book that “we need everyone, not just scientists, to start thinking about tomorrow.” The dynamic ways 
in which artists and writers, musicians and dancers, graphic designers and podcast producers respond to these issues have the potential to 
powerfully shape our response to them. In short, there are so many ways creatively to think through the many issues presented in The Story 
of More. In the first part of this creative response, please describe one issue raised in The Story of More that resonated most deeply with you. 
Provide examples from the text that make clear the scope and scale of this issue, and describe why you feel strongly about it. For the second 
part of your response, engage the issue you selected in a way that moves beyond the traditional essay form. You might compose a poem, 
craft a collage, paint a canvas, record a podcast, compose a song, create a digital timeline, or design an infographic: the options are limitless! 
Just make sure your creation is sharable in either digital or physical form. Please also provide a reflective paragraph describing your goals for 
the project. 

So many of the global sustainability crises that Jahren discusses relate directly back to us: our communities, our homes, our patterns of 
energy use and consumption. Though most of us have had only a couple of decades—and not Jahren’s 50 years—to find our way in the 
world, our lives are full of barriers that limit our ability to live sustainably. But our lives are also marked by gateways that can lead to 
meaningful action. In the first part of your response, describe the things in your life that make it difficult to live sustainably. This could involve 
grocery stores packed with processed and packaged food, an economic system that demands growth, or advertisements that feed your desire 
for more instead of less, among other issues. In the second part of your response, describe some of the actions that you have taken to push 
back against those barriers, creating gateways that can lead to meaningful action. These gateways might include an important class that you 
have taken that relates to sustainability, ways in which you’ve advocated for equity and social justice, personal consumption patterns you’ve 
altered, or other changes that you have inspired in your home or community. Finally, describe what you might do to help create a more 
sustainable future in the years ahead as you pursue a major and career, and as you engage on campus and in the broader Charleston 
community. What role do you hope to play in our shared sustainable future? 
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